
R’ Shmuel Rozovsky’s daily shiur did not end when 
he dismissed the bochurim. He would leave yeshiva 

escorted by a group of eager talmidim and continue 
talking in learning until he reached his home.

Chaim realized he could 
fulfill his Rebbi’s wish...

Reb Yosef, A kollel man standing on 
his porch, heard R’ Shmuel’s strong, 

enthusiastic voice wishing he had a Rashba.

Ah, Yankel! You asked such 
a geshmake question... Shlomie, did you 

just hear Yaakov’s kushya? It’s possible 
the Rashba added an extra word to address 
this. Oy, if only I could show everyone the 

Rashba’s words inside...

Reb Yosef, A special 
bochur ran up all those stairs 

to bring back a Rashba. How can 
I allow him to feel that his effort 
was for nothing? But you also did 

a beautiful chessed with your 
effort...

So, let me ask 
you: What do you 

suggest I do? Rebbi, I 
understand. I 

must go - I see him 
coming!

Reb Yosef, 
k’shem shkibalta schar… 
(you are rewarded for 
trying)! Zolst du zayn 

gebencht!

Rebbi, may I run 
back to yeshiva to 

bring a Rashba?

I cannot wait 
to see R’ Shmuel’s 

face when I bring this 
down...

I live on this 
block, and I heard 

Rebbi’s request for a 
Rashba...

Chaim, yasher 
koach! Please 

do - you won’t be 
disappointed!

Reb Yosef, thank you! 
Thank you! I have no words 

to thank you enough for your 
effort... but I must apologize. I 
have a dilemma now - how can 

I use your Rashba???

R' Shmuel זַצַ״ל was born in Grodno to the town's Chief Rabbi, ר׳ מִיכֶל דָוִד Rozovsky and שָרָה פּעֶרל 
(daughter of ר׳ אַבְרָהָם Gelburd זַצַ״ל, previous רָב of Grodno). At a very young age, he began studying 
under ּר׳ חַיִים לֵייב Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל in R' Shimon Shkop’s יְשִיבָה, and eventually became תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of R' 
Shimon זַצַ״ל. In 1935, he had to flee to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל to escape being drafted into the Russian army. There 
he studied in the Lomzha יְשִיבָה in פֶּתַח תִקְוָה. In אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, R' Shmuel married his wife אֶסְתֵר, a daughter of 
 יְשִיבָה R' Shmuel eventually began to lecture in the Lomzha .יְרוּשָלַיִם Chief Rabbi of ,זַצַ״ל Frank ר׳ צְבִי פֵּסַח
alongside ר׳ מֹשֶה שְמוּאֵל Shapiro זַצַ״ל and ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל. In 1944, he was asked by R' Yosef 
Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל to head the newly opened Ponovezh יְשִיבָה in Bnei Brak. Eventually, R' Dovid 
Povarsky זַצַ״ל and R' Shach also joined as co-רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה there. His שִעוּרִים were published in  חִדּוּשֵי רַבִּי
 including ,מַגִידֵי שִעוּר and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה became תַלְמִידִים Many of his .זִכְרוֹן שְמוּאֵל and ,שִעוּרֵי רַבִּי שְמוּאֵל ,שְמוּאֵל

 .(Ponovezh) שַלִיטָ״א and R' Yerachmiel Gershon Edelstein (יְרוּשָלַיִם Mir) שַלִיטָ״א Arieli ר׳ אָשֵר יְהוּדָה לֵייבּ

5763-5739 1913-1979 zun, c"f

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

מְחָה וַסֶרְמַן זַצַ״ל יכְלָא and ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן son of ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר שִׂ  was ,מִׂ
born in Imperial Russia. He learned under the Alter 
M’Novardok from shortly after his צְוָה קוּרָב He was .בַר מִׂ  מִׂ

by the ים ים עוֹזֶר ,and his uncle חָפֵץ חַיִׂ  At his father’s request, he .ר׳ חַיִׂ
opened a יבָה  in Strasbourg, France. In 1938, he went to America, where יְשִׂ
he taught in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת and became close to ר׳ שְרַגָא פײַװל. In 1944, he 
moved to Detroit and opened the בֵית יְהוּדָה Day School. In 1953, he 
founded אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן in Los Angeles. 25 years later, he and his wife, רָחֵל פײֵגָא, 
finally emigrated to שְרָאֵל  he ,ר׳ מֹשֶה חָדָש where, together with ,אֶרֶץ יִׂ
established יבָה אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן ם in יְשִׂ דּוֹת in teaching and גָאוֹן A .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ  he ,מִׂ
wrote up his father’s ים דּוּשִׂ ים in חִׂ עוּרִׂ ים and קֹבֶץ שִׂ  .קֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִׂ
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1900 – 1992 

A לְמִיד  recalls telling R' Elazar Simcha תַּ
Wasserman ״ל צַּ  how uncomfortable his זַּ
father’s presence at his ר מִצְוָה  made בַּ
him, because his father was not 
observant and had never worn תְפִלִין. 
With warm and compassionate eyes, 
R' Wasserman sat down close to the 
לְמִיד  and said, “Your father is a good  תַּ
man. He works hard so you can come to 
our yeshiva. Judge him by how much he cares 
for you — anyone can learn to put on תְפִלִין.” 
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ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד  שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ אשִית א:לא(… וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ )בְרֵּ  
And God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good …  
 In this world, nothing is rosy and perfect; life consists of both 
successes and failures. We see this clearly from the description of ד׳’s 
creation of the world at the very beginning of the ה  .תּוֹרָּ
 On the first day of Creation, ד׳ said, יְהִי אוֹר וַיְהִי אוֹר — Let 
there be light, and there was light (אשִית א:ג ש quotes the ,רַשִ״י .(בְרֵּ  מִדְרָּ
ה ג:ו) אשִית רַבָּ  which states that the nature of this was intensely (בְרֵּ
spiritual, far more sublime than the wicked deserved to experience, 
and therefore ד׳ removed it for the world and put it aside for the 
righteous to enjoy in א ם הַבָּ  .עוֹלָּ
 On the third day, ד׳ created fruit trees, decreeing that the 
wood of the tree should have the same taste as the fruit itself ( ץ …  עֵּ

אשִית א:יא… פְרִי עֹשֶה פְרִי לְמִינוֹ  בְרֵּ ). Yet the ש אשִית ה:ט) says מִדְרָּ  that (בְרֵּ
this is not what occurred. The trees produced fruit, but their wood did 
not have the fruit’s taste. אשִית א:יא) רַשִ״י  says that as a result of its (בְרֵּ
failure to obey ד׳’s command, the earth was cursed at the time when 
רִאשוֹן ם הָּ דָּ ץ  was cursed for his sin of eating from the fruit of the אָּ עֵּ
 .הַדַעַת
 On the fourth day, once again, plans for Creation were not 
fully realized. ד׳ created the two “great lights,” the sun and moon. רַשִ״י 
אשִית א:טז) א quoting the ,(בְרֵּ רָּ וִים נִבְרְאוּ :says ,(חוּלִין ס:) גְמָּ  the two — שָּ
“great lights” were originally created equal in size;  נָּה עַל ה הַלְבָּ וְנִתְמַעֲטָּ

אִי “ ,However, the moon was reduced after it complained — שֶקִטְרְגָּה
ד כִים שֶיִשְתַּמְשוּ בְכֶתֶר אֶחָּ י מְלָּ ר לִשְנֵּ  It is impossible for two kings to — אֶפְשָּ
share one crown” (i.e., to both rule over the same domain — the 
world). 
 Notwithstanding these setbacks, upon completion of the six 
days of Creation, ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ  saw all ד׳ — וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ
that He had made and behold it was very good (אשִית א:לא  did ד׳ .(בְרֵּ
not call His creation merely good, but emphasized that, despite the 
original plan, it was טוֹב מְאֹד, very good. The world as it actually was 
created was given the seal of ד׳’s stamp of very good. Although it may 
have seemed it could have been much better, if everything would have 
gone right, ד׳ stressed that this is what really is in fact very good! 
 Rav Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained that we can learn a fundamental 
message from the story of creation. Often we are frustrated when we 
see that we are forced to go with an alternate Plan B. We tend to think 
that the original Plan A would have been so much better. If in the 
creation of the world Plan B was considered by ד׳ to be very good, then 
we must realize that it is not plan A that is best for us, but rather Plan 
B! Plan A may look good, but it may have issues that we don’t see 
immediately. It is Plan B that is the best for us to serve ד׳ and we 
should never think, “If only I could have had the chance to do Plan A!” 

Heard from R’ Yisroel Reisman שליט״א as a thought from R’ Pam זצ״ל 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  naturally tries to push every יֵצֶר הָרָע explains that the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
opportunity of תּוֹרָה or שׁוּבָה  for tomorrow. He explains the words in תְּּ
לֵי שְּׁ תָּךְ :(ג:כח) מִּ יֵשׁ אִּ רֵעַךָ לֵךְ וָשׁוּב וּ… אֶתֵּן וְּ ֺּאמַר לְּ  Don’t tell your - אַל תּ
friend, “Go and come back and tomorrow I will give,” and you have [the 
money] in your possession. ‘Your friend’ refers to the יֵצֶר טוֹב, for your 
 to  leave יֵצֶר טוֹב is ultimately your true friend. Don’t tell your יֵצֶר טוֹב
now and return another time; if you have the capability now to perform 
the וָּה צְּ    !don’t wait or push it off … מִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ים explains that this is hinted to by the words in חָפֵץ חַיִּ בָרִּ ד׳  הַיּוֹם הַזֶה :(כו:טז) דְּ

ים הָאֵלֶה  ךָ לַעֲשׂוֹת אֶת הַחֻקִּ צַוְּּ יתָ אוֹתָם … אֱלֺקֶיךָ מְּ עָשִּׂ תָּ וְּ שָׁמַרְּ …וְּ  — This day, ד׳, your G-d, 
commands you to perform these decrees…  You shall observe and perform them… The 
opportunity of a וָּה צְּ  !is on this day — today מִּ

1. From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the 
importance of דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ and humility? 

2. Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the 
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain) 

1. When 'ד created man, he first showed consideration to the angels by discussing  
his idea, even at the expense of seeding heretics with a false ‘proof’ ( ֶׂה ד״ה נַעֲש
 .(1:26 — אָדָם

2. The 6
th

 day. Only after אָדָם realized the importance of rain and began davening 
for it, did rain fall and the herbs grew (ֶׂה ֶׂב הַשָד  .(2:5 — ד״ה וְכָל עֵש
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה  יְלָּׁ ין הַלָּׁ ין הַיּוֹם וּבֵּ מַיִם לְהַבְדִיל בֵּ … וַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹקִים יְהִי מְאֹרֹת בִרְקִיעַ הַשָּׁ   
 said, “let there be luminaries in the firmament of the ה׳ 
heaven to separate between the day and the night … (אשִית א:יד  (בְרֵּ
 R' Yisrael Salanter was often inspired during sunrise to 
express his great joy at the immense benefits mankind derives from 
sunshine. “How fortunate we all are!”, he would exclaim joyfully. 
“How  thankful we must be to the Creator for His infinite kindness in 
bestowing such wonderful blessings upon us!” Too often, we take the 
precious gifts of the sun shining or our body working normally for 
granted. These are daily gifts granted by ה׳. Sometimes ה׳ sends us a 
little reminder to help appreciate them. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When R' Eliezer Yosef Lederberg first started to experience 
the pain, he dismissed it as just another headache. But when it would 
not go away he realized it was time to go to the doctor. The doctors 
informed him that in their opinion an operation was necessary, one 
that might cause him much discomfort and blindness for only a few 
months, but there is a strong possibly that it may leave him 
completely blind. 
 Devastated by the news, he spoke to the group of scholars 
in the Batei Warsaw neighborhood where he delivered his daily שִעוּר, 
confirming the rumors that had been circulating regarding his health. 
Everyone had an opinion on the matter, but most felt he should go 
ahead with the doctors’ recommendations and not put himself at 
further risk. But R' Eliezer Yosef just wanted to know one thing — 
How soon would he need the operation? The doctors told him that 
he would need the surgery within six months. R' Eliezer Yosef realized 
that after the operation, it was quite possible that he would never be 
able to look inside a א רָּׁ  again. The thought was unbearable, but if it גְמָּׁ
was indeed true, he had work to do. 
 For the next six months R' Lederberg spent every moment 
of the day focused on one thing — learning two מַסֶכְתּוֹת by heart. He 
reviewed the מַסֶכְתּוֹת of ה יצָּׁ נָּׁה and בֵּ  Over and over. Day and .ראֹש הַשָּׁ

night. Only one thing consumed him — mastering those two tractates 
of תַּלְמוּד. And while most people might have been preoccupied 
worrying about their health or visiting sites they had dreamed of 
seeing all their life, R' Eliezer Yosef was preparing himself for the 
challenges he might be forced to face along the difficult road ahead. 
 The day of the operation came. His family wept, recited 
 and hoped for the best possible outcome. R' Eliezer Yosef cried תְּהִלִים
as well. He gazed one last time at his dear family, and at the words of 
his beloved א רָּׁ  knowing quite well this may be his last time. He ,גְמָּׁ
thought of all the moments he had wasted during his lifetime — time 
he could have spent doing more, learning more. Now he had done all 
he could. He had mastered these two מַסֶכְתּוֹת and knew that he 
would always have them, close to his heart and forever etched in his 
mind. He closed the א רָּׁ  ,and was wheeled into the operating room גְמָּׁ
where he was cast into a world of darkness. 
 When he woke up, R' Eliezer Yosef’s eyes were bandaged 
and he was told that until the bandages were removed in a few days, 
he would not know whether or not the operation had blinded him. 
Finally the day arrived. A thick apprehension filled the air as the 
bandages were taken off. He opened his eyes and began to weep … 
he could see. 
 For the rest of his life, R' Eliezer Yosef continued to teach 
the ה א he loved so much. Wherever he went, he reviewed the תּוֹרָּׁ רָּׁ  גְמָּׁ
he had studied so diligently during those six months that his eyesight 
hung in the balance. 
 After his ה  in 1955, his children opened his will and פְטִירָּׁ
found an unusual request regarding the text he wished to have 
inscribed on his tombstone. He asked that it be written that he had 
learned ה יצָּׁ נָּׁה and מַסֶכְתּוֹת בֵּ  over 4,000 times! And then the ראֹש הַשָּׁ
following words were to be engraved: “In his will it was written that 
this feat be engraved on his tombstone so that perhaps, one day, 
someone will read this and accept it upon himself to do the same.” 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
רִיד  יב הָר�וּחַ �וּמ�וֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Four Thousand Times

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
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• One who remembers neglecting to say  ַיב הָרוּח  before מַשִּׁ
the רָכָה יוּם הַבְּ נֶאֱמָן אַתָה of] סִּׁ יב הָרוּחַ  should say [וְּ  at the מַשִּׁ
place that he is up to when he realizes his error. However, 

he must first finish the יָן נְּ ים e.g. if he said ,עִּׁ תִּׁ חַיֵּה מֵּ  and מְּ
remembers, he should first finish the words ים ים רַבִּׁ רַחֲמִּׁ  בְּ
before inserting  ַיב הָרוּח  .מַשִּׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R’ Elazar Simcha Wasserman זַצַ״ל would explain that we must 
always have טָחוֹן  .that our suffering serves a higher purpose בִּ
As an illustration of this principle, he would explain צְרַיִּם  גָלוּת מִּ
as follows: “ ישׁט צוּ זײַן דאַנקבאַר אַז מ׳זעֶנעֶן אוֹיסגעֶלײֵזט יז נִּ טָחוֹן אִּ בִּ
ם צְרַיִּ טָחוֹן — געֶוואָרן פוּן מִּ  is not that we are grateful for being בִּ
taken out of צְרַיִּם לָה  — מִּ נאָר צוּ זײַן דאַנקבאַר אַז מ׳זעֶנעֶן לְכַתְחִּ
ם צְרַיִּ ידעֶרט געֶוואָרן צוּ מִּ  rather, it is that we are grateful for — געֶנִּ
having been brought down to צְרַיִּם   ”!in the first place מִּ

Source: Reb Simcha Speaks (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
  R' Simcha Wasserman 
״ל צַּ לְמִיד once visited a former זַּ  תַּ
who was learning in the Mir 
Yeshivah in Brooklyn. After 
greeting the young man, he 
suggested that they have lunch 
while they talk. While they 
strolled in the neighborhood, 
they became engrossed in their 
discussion. The young man made 
his way to a local pizza shop, 
without thinking that the place 
would not be appropriate for his 
  .רֶבִי
 Into the tightly-crowded 
rows of customers walked R' 
Wasserman and his לְמִיד  .תַּ
Suddenly realizing his error, the 
young man stammered, "I ... I ... I 
think I made a mistake. We're in 
the wrong place!" 
 R' Wasserman motioned 
for him to relax and walked 
straight up to the counter and 
asked the proprietor, "Do you 
serve soup?"  
 The bewildered man 
apologized that they had no soup 
in his pizza shop. R' Wasserman 
apologized as well, stating that 
his doctor advised him "to stick 

to things like hot soup for lunch."  
 As R' Wasserman began 
leaving with his לְמִיד  the young ,תַּ
man began to apologize that he 
had not stopped to think  that 
this store was not a place to 
bring his רֶבִי. 
 R' Wasserman was 
totally forgiving. He smiled and 
added, "Do you want to know 
why I asked about soup? I simply 
didn't want to offend the fellow 
by just walking out. This way he'll 
understand that there was no 
problem with his restaurant. He 
won't be offended that an old 
man didn't stay and eat because 
there was no soup!"  
 My לְמִיד  תוֹרָה the ,תַּ
definition of a גָדוֹל is not simply a 
person who is smart and 
possesses a vast amount of תוֹרָה 
knowledge. In fact, our greatest 
 were not only exceptional גְדוֹלִים
in their תוֹרָה learning, they were 
always even greater גְדוֹלִים in 
their sensitivity and in their 
caring about the feelings of other 
people. 

     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story heard from a לְמִיד  of תַּ
R' Elazar Simcha Wasserman ״ל צַּ  of זַּ

the

Understanding

The learning never ends ... 
As the handles of the clock will 
be turning back on November 
6th, 2022, מוצאי שבת Learning 
Programs will אי״ה be starting / 
resuming on various dates in 
many locations nationwide and 

around the world ...  
Join the exciting  מוצאי שבת אבות
 Learning Program at a ובנים
location near you. Please contact 
your local Pirchei Branch 
Coordinator for the time and 
location in your area or call the 
National PAI headquarters @ 

212 797 9000 ext. 272. 
Special honorable mention to all 
the wonderful, enthusiastic, 
dedicated grandfathers/fathers 
and boys who attended the 
various ישיבת חול המועד programs 

over this יום טוב! Keep it up! 

ם   שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  naturally tries to push every יֵצֶר הָרָע explains that the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
opportunity of תּוֹרָה or שׁוּבָה  for tomorrow. He explains the words in תְּּ
לֵי שְּׁ תָּךְ :(ג:כח) מִּ יֵשׁ אִּ רֵעַךָ לֵךְ וָשׁוּב וּ… אֶתֵּן וְּ ֺּאמַר לְּ  Don’t tell your - אַל תּ
friend, “Go and come back and tomorrow I will give,” and you have [the 
money] in your possession. ‘Your friend’ refers to the יֵצֶר טוֹב, for your 
 to  leave יֵצֶר טוֹב is ultimately your true friend. Don’t tell your יֵצֶר טוֹב
now and return another time; if you have the capability now to perform 
the וָּה צְּ    !don’t wait or push it off … מִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים ים explains that this is hinted to by the words in חָפֵץ חַיִּ בָרִּ ד׳  הַיּוֹם הַזֶה :(כו:טז) דְּ

ים הָאֵלֶה  ךָ לַעֲשׂוֹת אֶת הַחֻקִּ צַוְּּ יתָ אוֹתָם … אֱלֺקֶיךָ מְּ עָשִּׂ תָּ וְּ שָׁמַרְּ …וְּ  — This day, ד׳, your G-d, 
commands you to perform these decrees…  You shall observe and perform them… The 
opportunity of a וָּה צְּ  !is on this day — today מִּ

1. From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the 
importance of דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ and humility? 

2. Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the 
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain) 

1. When 'ד created man, he first showed consideration to the angels by discussing  
his idea, even at the expense of seeding heretics with a false ‘proof’ ( ֶׂה ד״ה נַעֲש
 .(1:26 — אָדָם

2. The 6
th

 day. Only after אָדָם realized the importance of rain and began davening 
for it, did rain fall and the herbs grew (ֶׂה ֶׂב הַשָד  .(2:5 — ד״ה וְכָל עֵש
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ה  יְלָּׁ ין הַלָּׁ ין הַיּוֹם וּבֵּ מַיִם לְהַבְדִיל בֵּ … וַיאֹמֶר אֱלֹקִים יְהִי מְאֹרֹת בִרְקִיעַ הַשָּׁ   
 said, “let there be luminaries in the firmament of the ה׳ 
heaven to separate between the day and the night … (אשִית א:יד  (בְרֵּ
 R' Yisrael Salanter was often inspired during sunrise to 
express his great joy at the immense benefits mankind derives from 
sunshine. “How fortunate we all are!”, he would exclaim joyfully. 
“How  thankful we must be to the Creator for His infinite kindness in 
bestowing such wonderful blessings upon us!” Too often, we take the 
precious gifts of the sun shining or our body working normally for 
granted. These are daily gifts granted by ה׳. Sometimes ה׳ sends us a 
little reminder to help appreciate them. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When R' Eliezer Yosef Lederberg first started to experience 
the pain, he dismissed it as just another headache. But when it would 
not go away he realized it was time to go to the doctor. The doctors 
informed him that in their opinion an operation was necessary, one 
that might cause him much discomfort and blindness for only a few 
months, but there is a strong possibly that it may leave him 
completely blind. 
 Devastated by the news, he spoke to the group of scholars 
in the Batei Warsaw neighborhood where he delivered his daily שִעוּר, 
confirming the rumors that had been circulating regarding his health. 
Everyone had an opinion on the matter, but most felt he should go 
ahead with the doctors’ recommendations and not put himself at 
further risk. But R' Eliezer Yosef just wanted to know one thing — 
How soon would he need the operation? The doctors told him that 
he would need the surgery within six months. R' Eliezer Yosef realized 
that after the operation, it was quite possible that he would never be 
able to look inside a א רָּׁ  again. The thought was unbearable, but if it גְמָּׁ
was indeed true, he had work to do. 
 For the next six months R' Lederberg spent every moment 
of the day focused on one thing — learning two מַסֶכְתּוֹת by heart. He 
reviewed the מַסֶכְתּוֹת of ה יצָּׁ נָּׁה and בֵּ  Over and over. Day and .ראֹש הַשָּׁ

night. Only one thing consumed him — mastering those two tractates 
of תַּלְמוּד. And while most people might have been preoccupied 
worrying about their health or visiting sites they had dreamed of 
seeing all their life, R' Eliezer Yosef was preparing himself for the 
challenges he might be forced to face along the difficult road ahead. 
 The day of the operation came. His family wept, recited 
 and hoped for the best possible outcome. R' Eliezer Yosef cried תְּהִלִים
as well. He gazed one last time at his dear family, and at the words of 
his beloved א רָּׁ  knowing quite well this may be his last time. He ,גְמָּׁ
thought of all the moments he had wasted during his lifetime — time 
he could have spent doing more, learning more. Now he had done all 
he could. He had mastered these two מַסֶכְתּוֹת and knew that he 
would always have them, close to his heart and forever etched in his 
mind. He closed the א רָּׁ  ,and was wheeled into the operating room גְמָּׁ
where he was cast into a world of darkness. 
 When he woke up, R' Eliezer Yosef’s eyes were bandaged 
and he was told that until the bandages were removed in a few days, 
he would not know whether or not the operation had blinded him. 
Finally the day arrived. A thick apprehension filled the air as the 
bandages were taken off. He opened his eyes and began to weep … 
he could see. 
 For the rest of his life, R' Eliezer Yosef continued to teach 
the ה א he loved so much. Wherever he went, he reviewed the תּוֹרָּׁ רָּׁ  גְמָּׁ
he had studied so diligently during those six months that his eyesight 
hung in the balance. 
 After his ה  in 1955, his children opened his will and פְטִירָּׁ
found an unusual request regarding the text he wished to have 
inscribed on his tombstone. He asked that it be written that he had 
learned ה יצָּׁ נָּׁה and מַסֶכְתּוֹת בֵּ  over 4,000 times! And then the ראֹש הַשָּׁ
following words were to be engraved: “In his will it was written that 
this feat be engraved on his tombstone so that perhaps, one day, 
someone will read this and accept it upon himself to do the same.” 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
רִיד  יב הָר�וּחַ �וּמ�וֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ
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Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Four Thousand Times

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One who remembers neglecting to say  ַיב הָרוּח  before מַשִּׁ
the רָכָה יוּם הַבְּ נֶאֱמָן אַתָה of] סִּׁ יב הָרוּחַ  should say [וְּ  at the מַשִּׁ
place that he is up to when he realizes his error. However, 

he must first finish the יָן נְּ ים e.g. if he said ,עִּׁ תִּׁ חַיֵּה מֵּ  and מְּ
remembers, he should first finish the words ים ים רַבִּׁ רַחֲמִּׁ  בְּ
before inserting  ַיב הָרוּח  .מַשִּׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R’ Elazar Simcha Wasserman זַצַ״ל would explain that we must 
always have טָחוֹן  .that our suffering serves a higher purpose בִּ
As an illustration of this principle, he would explain צְרַיִּם  גָלוּת מִּ
as follows: “ ישׁט צוּ זײַן דאַנקבאַר אַז מ׳זעֶנעֶן אוֹיסגעֶלײֵזט יז נִּ טָחוֹן אִּ בִּ
ם צְרַיִּ טָחוֹן — געֶוואָרן פוּן מִּ  is not that we are grateful for being בִּ
taken out of צְרַיִּם לָה  — מִּ נאָר צוּ זײַן דאַנקבאַר אַז מ׳זעֶנעֶן לְכַתְחִּ
ם צְרַיִּ ידעֶרט געֶוואָרן צוּ מִּ  rather, it is that we are grateful for — געֶנִּ
having been brought down to צְרַיִּם   ”!in the first place מִּ

Source: Reb Simcha Speaks (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
  R' Simcha Wasserman 
״ל צַּ לְמִיד once visited a former זַּ  תַּ
who was learning in the Mir 
Yeshivah in Brooklyn. After 
greeting the young man, he 
suggested that they have lunch 
while they talk. While they 
strolled in the neighborhood, 
they became engrossed in their 
discussion. The young man made 
his way to a local pizza shop, 
without thinking that the place 
would not be appropriate for his 
  .רֶבִי
 Into the tightly-crowded 
rows of customers walked R' 
Wasserman and his לְמִיד  .תַּ
Suddenly realizing his error, the 
young man stammered, "I ... I ... I 
think I made a mistake. We're in 
the wrong place!" 
 R' Wasserman motioned 
for him to relax and walked 
straight up to the counter and 
asked the proprietor, "Do you 
serve soup?"  
 The bewildered man 
apologized that they had no soup 
in his pizza shop. R' Wasserman 
apologized as well, stating that 
his doctor advised him "to stick 

to things like hot soup for lunch."  
 As R' Wasserman began 
leaving with his לְמִיד  the young ,תַּ
man began to apologize that he 
had not stopped to think  that 
this store was not a place to 
bring his רֶבִי. 
 R' Wasserman was 
totally forgiving. He smiled and 
added, "Do you want to know 
why I asked about soup? I simply 
didn't want to offend the fellow 
by just walking out. This way he'll 
understand that there was no 
problem with his restaurant. He 
won't be offended that an old 
man didn't stay and eat because 
there was no soup!"  
 My לְמִיד  תוֹרָה the ,תַּ
definition of a גָדוֹל is not simply a 
person who is smart and 
possesses a vast amount of תוֹרָה 
knowledge. In fact, our greatest 
 were not only exceptional גְדוֹלִים
in their תוֹרָה learning, they were 
always even greater גְדוֹלִים in 
their sensitivity and in their 
caring about the feelings of other 
people. 

     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת
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The learning never ends ... 
As the handles of the clock will 
be turning back on November 
6th, 2022, מוצאי שבת Learning 
Programs will אי״ה be starting / 
resuming on various dates in 
many locations nationwide and 

around the world ...  
Join the exciting  מוצאי שבת אבות
 Learning Program at a ובנים
location near you. Please contact 
your local Pirchei Branch 
Coordinator for the time and 
location in your area or call the 
National PAI headquarters @ 

212 797 9000 ext. 272. 
Special honorable mention to all 
the wonderful, enthusiastic, 
dedicated grandfathers/fathers 
and boys who attended the 
various ישיבת חול המועד programs 

over this יום טוב! Keep it up! 

ם   שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Davening



R’ Shmuel Rozovsky’s daily shiur did not end when 
he dismissed the bochurim. He would leave yeshiva 

escorted by a group of eager talmidim and continue 
talking in learning until he reached his home.

Chaim realized he could 
fulfill his Rebbi’s wish...

Reb Yosef, A kollel man standing on 
his porch, heard R’ Shmuel’s strong, 

enthusiastic voice wishing he had a Rashba.

Ah, Yankel! You asked such 
a geshmake question... Shlomie, did you 

just hear Yaakov’s kushya? It’s possible 
the Rashba added an extra word to address 
this. Oy, if only I could show everyone the 

Rashba’s words inside...

Reb Yosef, A special 
bochur ran up all those stairs 

to bring back a Rashba. How can 
I allow him to feel that his effort 
was for nothing? But you also did 

a beautiful chessed with your 
effort...

So, let me ask 
you: What do you 

suggest I do? Rebbi, I 
understand. I 

must go - I see him 
coming!

Reb Yosef, 
k’shem shkibalta schar… 
(you are rewarded for 
trying)! Zolst du zayn 

gebencht!

Rebbi, may I run 
back to yeshiva to 

bring a Rashba?

I cannot wait 
to see R’ Shmuel’s 

face when I bring this 
down...

I live on this 
block, and I heard 

Rebbi’s request for a 
Rashba...

Chaim, yasher 
koach! Please 

do - you won’t be 
disappointed!

Reb Yosef, thank you! 
Thank you! I have no words 

to thank you enough for your 
effort... but I must apologize. I 
have a dilemma now - how can 

I use your Rashba???

R' Shmuel זַצַ״ל was born in Grodno to the town's Chief Rabbi, ר׳ מִיכֶל דָוִד Rozovsky and שָרָה פּעֶרל 
(daughter of ר׳ אַבְרָהָם Gelburd זַצַ״ל, previous רָב of Grodno). At a very young age, he began studying 
under ּר׳ חַיִים לֵייב Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל in R' Shimon Shkop’s יְשִיבָה, and eventually became תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of R' 
Shimon זַצַ״ל. In 1935, he had to flee to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל to escape being drafted into the Russian army. There 
he studied in the Lomzha יְשִיבָה in פֶּתַח תִקְוָה. In אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, R' Shmuel married his wife אֶסְתֵר, a daughter of 
 יְשִיבָה R' Shmuel eventually began to lecture in the Lomzha .יְרוּשָלַיִם Chief Rabbi of ,זַצַ״ל Frank ר׳ צְבִי פֵּסַח
alongside ר׳ מֹשֶה שְמוּאֵל Shapiro זַצַ״ל and ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל. In 1944, he was asked by R' Yosef 
Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל to head the newly opened Ponovezh יְשִיבָה in Bnei Brak. Eventually, R' Dovid 
Povarsky זַצַ״ל and R' Shach also joined as co-רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה there. His שִעוּרִים were published in  חִדּוּשֵי רַבִּי
 including ,מַגִידֵי שִעוּר and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה became תַלְמִידִים Many of his .זִכְרוֹן שְמוּאֵל and ,שִעוּרֵי רַבִּי שְמוּאֵל ,שְמוּאֵל

 .(Ponovezh) שַלִיטָ״א and R' Yerachmiel Gershon Edelstein (יְרוּשָלַיִם Mir) שַלִיטָ״א Arieli ר׳ אָשֵר יְהוּדָה לֵייבּ

5763-5739 1913-1979 zun, c"f
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

מְחָה וַסֶרְמַן זַצַ״ל יכְלָא and ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן son of ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר שִׂ  was ,מִׂ
born in Imperial Russia. He learned under the Alter 
M’Novardok from shortly after his צְוָה קוּרָב He was .בַר מִׂ  מִׂ

by the ים ים עוֹזֶר ,and his uncle חָפֵץ חַיִׂ  At his father’s request, he .ר׳ חַיִׂ
opened a יבָה  in Strasbourg, France. In 1938, he went to America, where יְשִׂ
he taught in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת and became close to ר׳ שְרַגָא פײַװל. In 1944, he 
moved to Detroit and opened the בֵית יְהוּדָה Day School. In 1953, he 
founded אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן in Los Angeles. 25 years later, he and his wife, רָחֵל פײֵגָא, 
finally emigrated to שְרָאֵל  he ,ר׳ מֹשֶה חָדָש where, together with ,אֶרֶץ יִׂ
established יבָה אוֹר אֶלְחָנָן ם in יְשִׂ דּוֹת in teaching and גָאוֹן A .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ  he ,מִׂ
wrote up his father’s ים דּוּשִׂ ים in חִׂ עוּרִׂ ים and קֹבֶץ שִׂ  .קֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִׂ

 ב׳ מרחשון
5660 – 5753 
1900 – 1992 

A לְמִיד  recalls telling R' Elazar Simcha תַּ
Wasserman ״ל צַּ  how uncomfortable his זַּ
father’s presence at his ר מִצְוָה  made בַּ
him, because his father was not 
observant and had never worn תְפִלִין. 
With warm and compassionate eyes, 
R' Wasserman sat down close to the 
לְמִיד  and said, “Your father is a good  תַּ
man. He works hard so you can come to 
our yeshiva. Judge him by how much he cares 
for you — anyone can learn to put on תְפִלִין.” 
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ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד  שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ אשִית א:לא(… וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ )בְרֵּ  
And God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good …  
 In this world, nothing is rosy and perfect; life consists of both 
successes and failures. We see this clearly from the description of ד׳’s 
creation of the world at the very beginning of the ה  .תּוֹרָּ
 On the first day of Creation, ד׳ said, יְהִי אוֹר וַיְהִי אוֹר — Let 
there be light, and there was light (אשִית א:ג ש quotes the ,רַשִ״י .(בְרֵּ  מִדְרָּ
ה ג:ו) אשִית רַבָּ  which states that the nature of this was intensely (בְרֵּ
spiritual, far more sublime than the wicked deserved to experience, 
and therefore ד׳ removed it for the world and put it aside for the 
righteous to enjoy in א ם הַבָּ  .עוֹלָּ
 On the third day, ד׳ created fruit trees, decreeing that the 
wood of the tree should have the same taste as the fruit itself ( ץ …  עֵּ

אשִית א:יא… פְרִי עֹשֶה פְרִי לְמִינוֹ  בְרֵּ ). Yet the ש אשִית ה:ט) says מִדְרָּ  that (בְרֵּ
this is not what occurred. The trees produced fruit, but their wood did 
not have the fruit’s taste. אשִית א:יא) רַשִ״י  says that as a result of its (בְרֵּ
failure to obey ד׳’s command, the earth was cursed at the time when 
רִאשוֹן ם הָּ דָּ ץ  was cursed for his sin of eating from the fruit of the אָּ עֵּ
 .הַדַעַת
 On the fourth day, once again, plans for Creation were not 
fully realized. ד׳ created the two “great lights,” the sun and moon. רַשִ״י 
אשִית א:טז) א quoting the ,(בְרֵּ רָּ וִים נִבְרְאוּ :says ,(חוּלִין ס:) גְמָּ  the two — שָּ
“great lights” were originally created equal in size;  נָּה עַל ה הַלְבָּ וְנִתְמַעֲטָּ

אִי “ ,However, the moon was reduced after it complained — שֶקִטְרְגָּה
ד כִים שֶיִשְתַּמְשוּ בְכֶתֶר אֶחָּ י מְלָּ ר לִשְנֵּ  It is impossible for two kings to — אֶפְשָּ
share one crown” (i.e., to both rule over the same domain — the 
world). 
 Notwithstanding these setbacks, upon completion of the six 
days of Creation, ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ  saw all ד׳ — וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ
that He had made and behold it was very good (אשִית א:לא  did ד׳ .(בְרֵּ
not call His creation merely good, but emphasized that, despite the 
original plan, it was טוֹב מְאֹד, very good. The world as it actually was 
created was given the seal of ד׳’s stamp of very good. Although it may 
have seemed it could have been much better, if everything would have 
gone right, ד׳ stressed that this is what really is in fact very good! 
 Rav Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained that we can learn a fundamental 
message from the story of creation. Often we are frustrated when we 
see that we are forced to go with an alternate Plan B. We tend to think 
that the original Plan A would have been so much better. If in the 
creation of the world Plan B was considered by ד׳ to be very good, then 
we must realize that it is not plan A that is best for us, but rather Plan 
B! Plan A may look good, but it may have issues that we don’t see 
immediately. It is Plan B that is the best for us to serve ד׳ and we 
should never think, “If only I could have had the chance to do Plan A!” 

Heard from R’ Yisroel Reisman שליט״א as a thought from R’ Pam זצ״ל 
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